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thus steamed at a quick rate from place to place, seven miles
an hour against stream, and at a much quicker rate with it.
Indeed when the Brahmaputra was in flood and the Ehotas
was steaming full speed down stream, she would for several
hours cover the same distance as a railway train. But
she must always cast her anchor at sunset, and could hardly
weigh it before sunrise. Thus, arriving at a station the Lieu-
tenant-Governor would not only entertain, on board, the
European community of the place, but also hold a cere-
monial reception (" durbar ") for the Native chiefs and gentry
on the deck. Under several successive Lieutenant-Governors
on this very deck proclamations have been read to the Natives,
titles conferred, rewards declared, honours awarded. Sometimes
we used to take large parties of Native gentlemen for a short
trip on the river, and this kind of entertainment was more
popular with them than any other which could be given.
When the barge and her steamer were illuminated for a social
gathering, if there be such a thing as a fairy-like scene it was
this, when she lay a mass of party-coloured light on the bosom
of the river. One night an entertainment was given at the
close of the famine in honour of the officers engaged in the
relief operations; it was kept up all night and shortly after the
lights were extinguished we steamed away to keep other engage-
ments.

Once Lord Northbrook honoured the Ehotas by holding a
vice-regal reception on her deck for Europeans and Natives at
Dacca, the capital of Eastern Bengal, on the occasion when he
laid the foundation-stone of the new waterworks in the city there.
For these works a munificent donation had been made by Naw&b
Abd-ul-Ghani, a wealthy Muhammadan gentleman of that place.

As a part of the establishment we had a little steam launch,
The Fanny, with which we could enter creeks and channels
in order to study the country and its ways, while the large
vessel lay at anchor mid-stream of some mighty river; many of
the most interesting of our detailed inspections were made in
this way.

Sometimes we cast anchor during the cool of the afternoon in